AMIENS IN  1805                            125
a Jesuit school, or the upper sixth doing higher studies
in our secondary schools to-day. A nun has complete
charge of every class, as was traditional in French convents,
but with this difference, that she is not expected to manage
more than twenty or twenty-five girls. Personal inter-
course, and individual following up of the pupils not being
possible with a larger number, it has always been the policy
of the Society of the Sacred Heart to divide a class which
reaches these dimensions. Each mistress will, as far as
possible, teach the ordinary subjects, namely: Bible history,
Church history, French grammar and language, literature
and arithmetic. This last includes the new metric system,
partnership, discount, mixtures, and book-keeping. Prac-
tical geometry and mythology are also included in the
curriculum, so too is history, but as it is named apart from
the cksswork it was probably in the hands of a specialist
mistress, the matter being so distributed through the various
classes that a general outline of world history should have
been studied by the end of the course. The prominence
given to the ancient world is, no doubt, a relic of classical
traditions, but as time goes on the history of France and
of modern Europe will be stressed and the limits of ancient
history will become more restricted.1
The list of masters, also given on the programme, shows
that the girls were learning drawing from M. Chantriaux,
singing from M. Delevacq, the harp from M. Delamotte,
the piano from Madame Bulan, and the art of accompanying
from M. Cornette, " organist of the Cathedral and of the
house/* The master for writing was M. Senepart, fits.
Evidently, at least at this early date, the new Order bowed
before the monopoly of this powerful corporation, for in
1808, writing to Mother Emilie Giraud at Niort on the
1 See Plan of 'Studies for 1835.